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The Oregon Reader’s Choice Award began in 2010. 

The award is intended to be a fun and exciting way  

for Oregon kids and teens to become enthusiastic and 

discriminating readers. During the course of the 

school year, Oregon students choose their favorite 

book in a real-life democratic process. 

Books are nominated by Oregon teachers, librarians, 

and students for inclusion on the ORCA ballot, and 

nominees are reviewed by the ORCA committee. To 

be considered, books must have been copyrighted 

two years prior to the current voting year. This  

ensures that the books will be readily available in  

paperback.  

Eligible voters are Oregon students in grades 3-12 

who have read at least 2 books in a particular division.  

Voting takes place in March. 

 

Indicates that there is a sequel to this book. 

 

Summaries and book covers are from Goodreads. 

What is ORCA? 
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Bob by Wendy Mass, Rebecca Stead, and Nicholas Gannon 

It’s been five years since Livy and her family have visited Livy’s  
grandmother. Now that she’s back, Livy has the feeling she’s forgotten 
something really important. It’s turns out she’s right. Bob, a creature 
dressed in a chicken suit, didn’t forget Livy or her promise. He can’t 
remember who or what he is, but five years ago Livy promised she 
should help him find his way back home. Now it’s time to keep that 
promise. Clue by clue, Livy and Bob unravel the mystery of where Bob 
comes from and discover the kind of magic that lasts forever. 

 

Cardboard Kingdom by Chad Sell 

Welcome to a neighborhood of kids who transform ordinary boxes into 
colorful costumes, and their ordinary block into cardboard kingdom. 
This is the summer when 16 kids encounter knights and rogues, robots 
and monsters—and their own inner demons—on one last quest before 
school starts again. In the Cardboard Kingdom, you can be anything you 
want to be—imagine that! 

 

Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott 

When Jaxon is sent to spend the day with a mean old lady his mother 
calls Ma, he finds out she’s not his grandmother—but she is a witch! 
She needs his help delivery baby dragons to a magical world where 
they’ll be safe. There are two rules when it comes to the dragons: don’t 
let them out of the bag, and don’t feed them anything sweet. Before he 
knows it, Jax and his friends Vikram and Kavita have broken both rules! 
Will Jax get the baby dragons delivered safe and sound? Or will they be 
lost in Brooklyn forever? 

 

Front Desk by Kelly Yang 

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number 1: She lives in a motel. Every day, 
while her immigrant parents clean the rooms, Mia manages the front 
desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests. Number 2: Her  
parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds 
out they’ve been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the 
Tangs will be doomed. Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how 
can she when her mom thinks she should stick to math because English 
is not her first language? It will take all of Mia’s courage, kindness, and 
hard work to get through this year. Will she be able to hold on to her 
job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her  
dreams? 

High School Division 

The Faithful Spy: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler by John 
Hendrix 

Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor and theologian who was 
shocked to watch the German church embrace Hitler’s agenda of  
hatred. He spoke out against the Nazi party and led a breakaway 
church that rebelled against racist and nationalist beliefs of the Third 
Reich. Struggling with how his faith interacted with his ethics,  
Bonhoeffer eventually became convinced that Hitler and the Nazi  
Party needed to be stopped—and he was willing to sacrifice anything 
and everything to do so. 

 

A Heart in a Body in the World by Deb Caletti 

Annabelle runs from Seattle to Washington, CD. She’s not ready to think 
about the why yet, just the how. But no matter how hard she tries, she 
can’t outrun the tragedy from the past year, or the person—The  
Taker—that haunts her. Followed by family and friends, Annabelle  
becomes a reluctant activist as people connect her journey to the  
trauma from her past. The support would be nice, if Annabelle could 
escape the guilt and the shame from what happened back home. They 
say it isn’t her fault, but she can’t feel the truth of that. 

 

Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 

Jarrett’s mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, and in and out of  
Jarrett’s life. His father is a mystery—Jarrett doesn’t know where to 
find him, or even what his name is. Jarrett lives with his  
grandparents—two very loud, loud, and opinionated people who had 
thought they were through with raising children until Jarrett came 
along. Jarrett goes through his childhood trying to make his  
non-normal life as normal as possible. Only as a teenager can Jarrett 
begin to piece together the truth of his family, reckoning with his 
mother and tracking down his father. 

 

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 

Xiomara feels unheard, and ever since her body grew into curves, she 
has learned to let her fists do the talking. But she has plenty she wants 
to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a 
notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after 
she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her 
family can never know about. So when she is invited to join her school’s 
slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without 
her mami finding out, much less speak her words out loud. But still, she 
can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 
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Knights vs. Dinosaurs by Matt Phelan 

Let me tell you a secret about the Knights of the Round Table: they 
don’t have much to do. The realm is at peace and dragons are few 
and far between. So Merlin decides to send the knights out on a real 
adventure to a world filled with the most terrible lizards of all:  
dinosaurs! 

 

 

Louisiana’s Way Home by Kate DiCamillo 

When Louisiana Elefante’s granny wakes her up in the middle of the 
night to tell her that they have to leave home immediately, Louisiana 
isn’t overly worried. After all, Granny has many middle-of-the-night 
ideas. But this time, things are different. This time, Granny intends for 
them to never return. Separated from her best friends, Louisiana  
struggles to oppose the winds of fate and find a way home. But as her 
life becomes entwined with the lives of the people of a small Georgia 
town, she starts to worry that she is destined only for good-byes.  

 

 

Out of Left Field by Ellen Klages 

Every boy in the neighborhood knows Katy Gordon is their best pitcher, 
even though she’s a girl. But when she tries out for Little League, it’s a 
whole different story. Girls are not eligible, period. It’s a boy’s game and 
always has been. It’s not fair, and Katy’s going to fight back. Inspired by 
what she’s learning about civil rights in school, she sets out to prove 
that she’s not the only girl who plays baseball. With the help of  
librarians and some tenacious research skills, Katy discovers the  
forgotten history of female ball players. Why does no one know about 

them? Where are they now? And how can one 10-year-old change people’s minds about 
what girls can do? 

 

Thirty Minutes Over Oregon: A Japanese Pilot’s World War II 
Story by Marc Tyler Nobleman and Melissa Iwai 

The devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, drew the 
United States into World War II in 1941. But few are aware 
that several months alter, the Japanese pilot Nobuo Fujita 
dropped bombs in the woods outside a small town in 
coastal Oregon. This is the story of those bombings, and 
what came after, when Fujita returned to Oregon 20 years 
later, this time to apologize. 

High School Division 

Darius the Great Is Not Okay by Adib Khorram 

Darius speaks better Klingon than Farsi and he knows more about  
Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He’s about to take his first-ever 
trip to Iran, and it’s pretty overwhelming. In Iran, he gets to know his 
mom’s family for the first time, and he Sohrab, the boy next door who 
changes everything. He makes Darius feel like a True Persian for the 
first time, and he understands that sometimes best friends don’t have 
to talk. Sohrab calls Darius Darioush—the original Persian version of his 
name—and Darius has never felt more like himself. When it’s time to 
go home, he’ll have to find a way to be Darioush on his own. 

 

Dread Nation by Justina Ireland 

Jane was born two days before the dead began to walk the battlefields 
of Gettysburg and Chancellorsville—changing America forever. In this 
new nation, safety for all depends on the work of a few, and laws like 
the Native and Negro Reeducation Act require certain children attend 
combat schools to learn to put down the dead. But that’s not a life Jane 
wants. Almost finished with her education, Jane is set on returning to 
her Kentucky home. But when families begin to go missing, Jane is 
caught in the middle of a conspiracy, one that finds her in a fight for 
her life against some powerful enemies. 

 

Dry by Neal Schusterman and Jarrod Shusterman 

The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on 
for a while now. Everyone’s lives have become an endless lists don’ts: 
don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, don’t take long showers. 
Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals 
into a warzone of desperation; neighbors and families turned against 
each other on the hunt for water. And when her parents don’t return 
and her life—and the life of her brother—is threatened, Alyssa has to 
make impossible choices if she’s going to survive. 

 

Emergency Contact by Mary H.K. Choi 

For Penny, high school was a total nonevent. Her friends were okay, 
her grades were fine, and while she somehow managed to land a  
boyfriend, he doesn’t actually know anything about her. Sam’s stuck. 
Literally, figuratively, emotionally, financially. He works at a café and 
sleeps there too, on a mattress on the floor of an empty storage room 
upstairs. When Sam and Penny cross paths, it’s less meet-cute and 
more a collision of unbearable awkwardness. Still, they swap numbers 
and stay in touch, and soon become digitally inseparable, sharing their 
deepest anxieties and secret dreams without having to see each other. 
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Be Prepared by Vera Brosgol 

All Vera wants to do is fit in, but that’s not easy for a Russian girl in 
the suburbs. Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents can 
afford to send them to the best summer camps. Vera’s single mother 
can’t afford that sort of luxury, but there’s one summer camp in her 
price range—Russian summer camp. Vera is sure she’s found the one 
place she can fit in, but camp is far from what she imagined. And 
nothing could prepare her for all the “cool girl” drama, endless  
Russian history lessons, and outhouses straight out of nightmares! 
 

Escape from Aleppo by N.H. Senzai 

Nadia stands at the center of attention in her parents’ dining room. 
Everyone is about to sing “Happy Birthday,” when her uncle calls from 
the living room. On TV, a reporter explains that a vegetable vendor in 
the city of Tunis burned himself alive, protesting corrupt government 
officials who have been harassing his business. It is December 17, 
2020: Nadia’s 12th birthday and the beginning of the Arab Spring. Soon 
anti-government protests erupt across the Middle East and, one by 
one, countries are thrown into turmoil. As civil war flares in Syria and 
bombs fall across Nadia’s home city of Aleppo, her family decides to 
flee to safety. 

 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 

Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real 
thread. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed 
on his family and community in the wake of what they see as un  
unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett 
Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances.  
Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey  
towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events 
that ended his life. 

 

The Last by Katherine Applegate 

Byx is the youngest member of her dairne pack. Believed to possess 
remarkable abilities, her species has been hunted to near extinction in 
the war-torn kingdom of Nedarra. After her pack is hunted and killed, 
Byx fears she may be the last of her species, so she sets out to find safe 
haven and to see if the legends of other hidden dairnes are true. Along 
the way, she meets new allies, and they become their own kind of  
family—one that will ultimately uncover a secret that may threaten 
every creature in their world. 

 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 

It’s 1947 and India has been separated into two counties: Pakistan and 
India. The divide has created much tension between Hindus and  
Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu 
Nisha doesn’t know where she belongs or what her country is anymore. 
When Papa decides it’s too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, 
Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but 
later on foot to reach her new home. Even as her county is ripped apart, 
Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together. 

 

No Fixed Address by Susin Nielsen 

Felix is an endearing kid with an incredible brain for trivia. When he and 
his mom lose their apartment, they move into a camper van, just for 
August. September comes, and they’re still in the van. Felix must keep 
“home” a secret and give a fake address in order to enroll in school. 
When he gets to compete on a national quiz show, Felix is determined 
to win—the cash prize will bring them a home. But what happens is not 
at all what Felix expected. 

 

Sunny by Jason Reynolds 

Always ready with a goofy smile and something nice to say, Sunny is the 
chilliest dude on the Defenders team. But Sunny’s life hasn’t always 
been bright. His mother died giving birth to him, and based on how 
Sunny’s dad treats him, Sunny thinks he’s to blame. It seems the only 
thing Sunny can do right in his dad’s eyes is win first place ribbons  
running the mile. But Sunny doesn’t like running, never has. So he stops. 
Coach asks Sunny what he wants to do. Sunny’s answer? Dance. But you 
can’t be on a track team and dance. As Sunny practices the discus,  
learning when to let go at just the right time, he’ll let go of everything 
that’s been eating him up inside. 

 

Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster by Jonathan Auxier 

For nearly a century, Victorian London relied to “climbing boys” to 
clean flues and protect homes from fire. The work was hard, thankless, 
and dangerous. Nan Sparrow is quite possibly the best climber who 
ever lived—and a girl. With her wits and will, she’s managed to beat 
the deadly odds time and time again. But when Nan gets stuck in a 
deadly chimney fire, she fears her time has come. Instead, she wakes 
to find herself in an abandoned attic, and she isn’t alone. Huddled in 
the corner is a golem made from ash and coal. This is the creature that 
saved her from the fire.  


