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2018-2019 

Nominees 

The Oregon Reader’s Choice Award began in 2010. 

The award is intended to be a fun and exciting way  

for Oregon kids and teens to become enthusiastic and 

discriminating readers. During the course of the 

school year, Oregon students choose their favorite 

book in a real-life democratic process. 

Books are nominated by Oregon teachers, librarians, 

and students for inclusion on the ORCA ballot, and 

nominees are reviewed by the ORCA committee. To 

be considered, books must have been copyrighted 

two years prior to the current voting year. This  

ensures that the books will be readily available in  

paperback.  

Eligible voters are Oregon students in grades 3-12 

who have read at least 2 books in a particular division.  

Voting takes place in March. 

 

Indicates that there is a sequel to this book. 

 

Summaries and book covers are from Goodreads. 

What is ORCA? 
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Upper Elementary Division 

 

 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers 
that she is alone on a remote, wild island. Roz's only hope is to 
learn from the island's hostile animal inhabitants. When she tries 
to care for an orphaned gosling, the other animals finally decide to 
help, and the island starts to feel like home. Until one day, the  
robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her.... 

 

 

Some Kind of Courage by Dan Gemeinhart 

Joseph Johnson has lost just about everyone he's ever loved. He’s 
lost his pony—fast, fierce, beautiful Sarah, taken away by a man 
who had no right to take her. Joseph can sure enough get her back, 
though. The odds are stacked against him, but he isn't about to give 
up. He will face down deadly animals, dangerous men, and the fury 
of nature itself on his quest to be reunited with the only family he 
has left.  

 

 

Garvey’s Choice by Nikki Grimes 

Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, but  
Garvey is interested in astronomy, science fiction, reading—
anything but sports. Feeling like a failure, he comforts himself with 
food. Garvey is kind, funny, smart, a loyal friend, and he is also 
overweight, teased by bullies, and lonely. When his only friend 
encourages him to join the school chorus, Garvey’s life changes…. 

 

 

Full of Beans by Jennifer L. Holm 

Grown-ups lie. That’s one truth Beans knows for sure. He and his 
gang know how to spot a whopper a mile away, because they are 
the savviest bunch of barefoot conchs (that means “locals”) in all of 
Key West. With no jobs on the island, and no money anywhere, 
who can really blame the grown-ups for telling a few tales? Besides, 
Beans isn’t anyone’s fool. In fact, he has plans. Big plans.  

High School Division 

 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman 

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity 
has conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. 
Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are 
commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population 
under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a 
scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the 
“art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could 
mean losing their own. 

 

 

Paper Girls, Vol. 1 by Brian K. Vaughan 

In the early hours after Halloween of 1988, four 12-year-old  
newspaper delivery girls uncover the most important story of all 
time. Suburban drama and otherworldly mysteries collide in this 
smash-hit series about nostalgia, first jobs, and the last days of 
childhood. 

 

 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate,  
destiny, or that dreams will ever come true. Not when my family is 
12 hours away from being deported. Daniel: I’ve always been the 
good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high  
expectations. Never the poet or the dreamer. But something about 
Natasha makes me think that fate has something extraordinary in 
store—for both of us.  

 

 

The Serpent King by Jeff Zentner 

Dill has had to wrestle with vipers his whole life—at home and at 
school. The only antidote to all this venom is his friendship with 
fellow outcasts Travis and Lydia. But as they start their senior year, 
Dill feels the coils of his future tightening around him. Graduation 
feels more like an ending to Dill than a beginning. But even before 
then, he must cope with another ending—one that will rock his life 
to the core. 
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Upper Elementary Division 

 

Compass South by Hope Larson 

It’s 1860 in New York City. When twins Alexander and Cleopatra’s 
father disappears, they join the Black Hook Gang and are caught by 
the police pulling off a heist. They agree to reveal the identity of 
the gang in exchange for tickets to New Orleans. But neither  
Alexander nor Cleo realizes the real danger they are in…. 

 

 

The Turn of the Tide by Rosanne Parry 

In Japan, you’re always prepared for an earthquake. That’s why Kai 
knows just what to do when the first rumbles shake the earth. 
Then he does the exact opposite of what you’re supposed to do: 
He runs. Then the tsunami hits. Meanwhile, Kai’s cousin Jet sets 
sail off the coast of Astoria, Oregon. She knows she should have 
checked the tide—she always checks the tide. Except this time she 
didn’t…. 

 

 

The Best Man by Richard Peck 

When Archer is in sixth grade, his beloved uncle Paul marries  
another man—Archer’s favorite student teacher. But that’s getting 
ahead of the story, and a wonderful story it is. From one  
exhilarating, unexpected episode to another, Archer’s story rolls 
along as he puzzles over the people in his life and the kind of  
person he wants to become…and manages to help his uncle  
become his best self as well. 

 

 

Two Naomis by Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich and Audrey 
Vernick 

Other than their first names, Naomi Marie and Naomi Edith are 
sure they have nothing in common, and they wouldn’t mind  
keeping it that way. When Naomi Marie’s mom and Naomi Edith’s 
dad get serious about dating, the parents push them into attending 
a class together, where they might just have to find a way to work 
with each other—and maybe even join forces to find new ways to 
define family.  

High School Division 

 

The Reader by Traci Chee 

Sefia’s survival skills are put to the test after her father is  
murdered and her aunt is kidnapped. The only clue to both her 
aunt's disappearance and her father's murder is the odd  
rectangular object her father left behind, an object she comes to 
realize is a book—a marvelous item unheard of in her otherwise 
illiterate society. Will she be able to find her aunt and punish the 
people responsible? 

 

 

Burn Baby Burn by Meg Medina 

A boiling hot summer explodes with arson, a blackout, and a serial 
killer named Son of Sam. Nora also has troubles of her own, and all 
she wants is to turn eighteen and be on her own. There is a cute 
guy who started working with her at the deli, but is dating even 
worth the risk when the killer especially likes picking off couples 
who stay out too late? 

 

 

If I Was Your Girl by Meredith Russo 

Amanda is the new girl in school. Like anyone else, all she wants is 
to make friends and fit in. But Amanda is keeping a secret, and 
she's determined not to get too close to anyone. But when she 
meets Grant, Amanda can't help but start to let him into her life. 
She finds herself yearning to share with Grant everything about 
herself, including her past. Will the truth cost Amanda her new 
life, and her new love?  

 

 

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

World War II is drawing to a close, and thousands of refugees are 
on a desperate trek toward freedom. Among them are Joana,  
Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship 
that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. However, just when 
it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes, and all ten 
thousand people aboard must fight for the same thing: survival. 
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Middle School Division Middle School Division 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 

Twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles 
with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress 
the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and 
sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who 
gives Nick inspiring books to read.   
 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

Every year, a baby is left as an offering to the witch who lives in the 
forest. But the witch in the forest, Xan, actually rescues the  
abandoned children, and one year, Xan accidentally fills the child 
with extraordinary magic. As Luna grows older, her magic begins to 
emerge and trouble is brewing in the nearby town. Soon, it is up to 
Luna to protect those who have protected her--even if it means 
the end of the loving, safe world she’s always known. 

 

 

My Seventh Grade Life in Tights by Brooks Benjamin 

All Dillon wants is to be a real dancer. But Dillon’s freestyle crew 
says that dance studios are for sellouts. His friends want Dillon to 
kill it at the Dance-Splosion audition—so he can tell the studio just 
how wrong their rules and creativity-strangling ways are. At first, 
Dillon’s willing to go along with his crew’s plan, but as Dillon’s 
dancing improves, he wonders: what if studios aren’t the enemy? 
And what if he actually has a shot at winning the scholarship?  

 

 

Nameless City by Faith Erin Hicks 

The City is forever being invaded by one nation or another, and 
every new master gives it a new name. But for the natives, their 
home is the Nameless City, and those who try to name it are  
forever outsiders. Kaidu is one such outsider. He's a Dao born and 
bred--a son of the latest nation to occupy the Nameless City. Rat 
is a native, and at first she hates Kai for everything he stands for. 
But Kai's love of his new home may be the one thing that can 
unite these two unlikely friends. And they will need to stand  
together at all costs... 

The Seventh Wish by Kate Messner 

Charlie feels like she's always coming in last—everything seems 
more important than Charlie. Then one day while ice fishing,  
Charlie makes a discovery that will change everything . . . in the 
form of a floppy fish offering to grant a wish in exchange for  
freedom. But when her family faces a challenge bigger than any 
they've ever experienced, Charlie wonders if some things might be 
too important to risk on a wish fish. 

 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 

Running. That's all that Ghost has ever known. But never for a track 
team. Nope, his game has always been ball. But when Ghost  
impulsively challenges an elite sprinter to a race—and wins—the 
track coach sees he has something: natural talent. Thing is, Ghost 
has something else: a lot of anger, and a past that he is trying to 
outrun. Can Ghost meld with the team, or will his past catch up to 
him?  

 

 

Darkstalker by Tui T. Sutherland 

In the SeaWing kingdom, a young prince learns he is an animus—
capable of wonderful magic that comes with a terrible price. Under 
three full moons and the watchful eyes of his NightWing mother 
and IceWing father, the most powerful dragon Pyrhhia will ever 
know is clawing his way out of his egg. Darkstalker, the dragon who 
will change the world forever. Long before the Dragonet  
Prophecy... darkness is born. 

 

 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 

Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has 
lived a mostly quiet life in her small town. Until the day Betty  
Glengarry walks into her class. Betty is cruel and manipulative, and 
reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target of her 
attacks. While others have always seen Toby’s strangeness,  
Annabelle knows only kindness. She will need to find the courage 
to stand as a lone voice of justice. 


