
Upper Elementary 

 

Two Naomis by Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich & Audrey Vernick 

 

Naomi Marie is 10 years old and lives with her little sister Brianna and sometimes with 

her mom, and sometimes with her dad. Her parents are divorced, and even though she 

wishes they weren’t, all of them get along with each other, and her parents try really 

hard to make sure she and Brianna have everything they need and feel happy and 

loved. 

Naomi Edith is also 10 and she lives with her dad. Her parents are divorced, too, and 

her mom has just moved to California because she makes costumes for movies, and 

she was offered a job she couldn’t pass up. Naomi Edith misses her mom but loves her 

dad and has an awesome best friend, Annie.  

One day, Naomi Marie’s mom tells her they’re having lunch with the man she’s been 

dating, and he’s bringing along his daughter. That same day, Naomi Edith’s dad tells 

her they’re having lunch with the woman he’s been dating, and she’s bringing along her 

daughters. When they’re all together, the parents joke about a “funny coincidence”, and 

tell the girls that the older two are both named Naomi. All this joking and  togetherness 

feels totally forced and totally annoying to the girls, and they can hardly wait to get out 

of there and back to their lives.  

That is, until this becomes their lives: their parents are getting really serious about each 

other, and they want their two Naomis to become besties. As if all the time their families 

are spending together isn’t enough, their parents force the girls into taking a coding 

class together without even asking them if they want to! The girls know they are nothing 

alike, and want their parents to stop pushing them so hard to be friends. Is there a way 

to become a family without losing everything that’s important to you? The two Naomis 

are about to find out.  

 

Some Kind of Courage by Dan Gemeinhart 

 

12-year-old Joseph knows all he needs to do is to grab the money, grab the gun, and 

run. Mr. Grissom is asleep and won’t hear him if he can move slowly, silently, take what 

he needs and slip out the door. But as he grabs the stack of bills, his foot accidentally 

kicks an empty bottle which knocks into another one and wakes up the mean-as-a-

snake Mr. Grissom. Shaking, Joseph points the gun at Mr. Grissom, leaves him a $10 

bill, and heads out to find his Sarah. 

Sarah is Joseph’s beloved horse, and she’s the only family he has left. His mom and 

little sister died from typhoid, and his dad died recently in a wagon accident. Mr. 

Grissom promised to take care of Joseph, but instead he barely fed Joseph and forced 



Joseph to work for him... and then he sold Sarah and pocketed the money himself. 

Joseph would not stand for that, no sir...so he did what he had to do.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Grissom sold Sarah to the even-meaner, even-nastier Mr. Bishop, 

and Bishop has a whole day’s head start on Joseph. Armed with his daddy’s pistol and 

a broken heart, Joseph aims to track Bishop and get Sarah back. He is in for the 

adventure of his life and will stop at nothing to find his Sarah. With the help of an 

unexpected friend, Joseph comes face to face with wild animals, murderous outlaws, 

and the wild landscape of Washington in his pursuit of Sarah, but will they be a match 

for the love between a boy and his horse? Find out in Some Kind of Courage by Dan 

Gemeinhart. 

 

Best Man by Richard Peck 

Archer Magill’s story begins and ends with two weddings. Archer’s not that into 

weddings, but in the first grade, and again in 6th grade, he happens to be in both 

weddings, and this story takes place in between those two weddings. Growing up has 

its challenges, life has its ups and downs, He has three GREAT role models: his 

grandpa, a great architect; his dad, a great car remodeler; and his uncle Paul, who is 

just plain great. Archer hopes to follow in their footsteps when he becomes a man. But 

for now, there is growing up to get through, and middle school to contend with. Fifth 

grade was the year his class had three different teachers in one school year, and Archer 

meets a fourth great guy, the new student teacher, and first male teacher in the history 

of the school. Archer doesn’t tend to look too far ahead. He mostly takes things as they 

come, which is why every day is a new surprise, especially when he winds up becoming 

best man at the wedding of two of his biggest role models. There are so many things 

that can happen to a boy on his way to becoming the “Best Man.” 

Turn of the Tide by Rosanne Parry 

Kai and Jet are cousins living very different lives on opposite sides of the Pacific. When 

a tsunami hits his home in Japan, Kai knows the rules, but breaks them anyway, 

running away from his teacher in order to try to help his grandparents evacuate. Across 

the ocean in Astoria, Oregon, Kai’s American cousin Jet, an aspiring ship’s pilot, knows 

she must check the tide every time she heads out on the water. But in her rush to set 

sail in her family’s sailboat on a perfect day, she fails to do so, putting the boat, her little 

brother, and herself at risk. In the aftermath of the tsunami, Kai’s parents send him to 

stay with his American cousin for the summer. Both Kai and Jet, absorbed in the 

aftermath of their earlier choices, struggle to understand one another in the midst of 

their cultural differences, but eventually find common ground, and develop a great 

friendship as they team up to train for the Young’s Bay Treasure Island sailing Race. 

During the course of the race, the choices they make may determine who wins, who 

loses, even who they are, and it all can depend on the turn of the tide. 



Garvey’s Choice by  Nikki Grimes  

Written in Tanka an ancient poetry form, Grimes tells the story of a boy named Garvey.  

As he grows up, he does not seem to be able to please his dad.  His dad wants Garvey 

to play football and to be an athlete like his sister.  Garvey is not interested in sports and 

wishes that dad would accept him for who he is.  And the kids at school tease him about 

being overweight.  Garvey struggles to feel okay about himself until makes a new friend, 

who reminds him that he doesn’t have to respond to the names that others have given 

him.  Through opportunities at school, Garvey finds his voice for music. He is given a 

solo in the school musical performance and learns new things about his dad’s 

experiences as a musician.  Garvey’s choice to be true to his interest in music leads his 

dad to celebrate him for who he is.  

Full of Beans by Jennifer L. Holm  

 

Beans lives in Key West, Florida during the depression. Key West is a lazy town with 

run down homes along the highway build to connect it to the rest of the country.  It is a 

difficult time for the families in Key West, and especially for Bean as his father has gone 

north to look for work.  Beans and his friends are trying to find ways to help make ends 

meet for their families.  Beans has a tempting opportunity to make quite a bit of money, 

but there is a catch.  He has to “borrow” from trusted friends to open the door to making 

the money.  Beans learns the importance of being honest and avoids getting more 

involved in less than honest means for getting ahead, even when the money tempting.  

 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

 

A shipwreck leaves five wooden crates floating in the ocean. Four are smashed to bits, 

but one survives and washes up onto a small forested island. A band of mischievous 

otters finds a way to open it and find something strange and more than a little scary. 

When Roz the robot sees her new surroundings, she is equally puzzled. But she has 

been programmed to learn better ways of doing things, and sets out to figure out how to 

fit in. She camouflages herself with moss and leaves and observes the animals on the 

island, learns their language, and finds ways to help them. Friendships are formed, trust 

grows, and Roz finds love when she adopts an orphaned gosling. 

But the robots belong to someone, who are looking for them, and may do anything to 

get them back. What will Roz do when everything she has learned to care about may be 

lost to her forever?  

 

Compass South by Hope Larson 

 



It’s 1860 in New York City, and twins Alex and Cleo’s father has disappeared. To 

survive, they join the nefarious Black Hook Gang, then have to flee when a robbery 

goes wrong. 

When they see a newspaper ad from a father in San Francisco looking for his missing 

twin sons, who are the same age and redhaired like they are, a plan is hatched. Cleo 

cuts her hair short and they assume the identity of the other twins. 

What follows is two sets of mixed-up twins, a family secret, danger, a sea voyage, and 

of course, pirates. This graphic novel is the first of a series. If you like a rip-roaring, 

action-packed, swashbuckling adventure story that keeps you turning pages, you’ll love 

“Compass South”. 

 

 

Middle School 

 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 

 

Nick Hall lives for soccer. When he and his best friend Coby learn that the teams they 

play for are both invited to a prestigious tournament in Dallas, he is pumped. There’s a 

girl at school he likes. Life is good. Except the part about his linguistics professor dad 

making him read his book Weird and Wonderful Words. But I divagate (which is a verb 

meaning to wander off); Dad says that the average person knows 12,000 words; the 

average president knows twice that. Nick thinks “so I’m supposed to be President, 

now?”  Oh, and the bullies at school. That’s a problem. 

 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 

 

Annabelle lives in a small town near Sewickley, PA. She and her family have a small 

farm and she enjoys her comfortable life. When Betty Glengarry moves in with her 

grandparents and begins school with the other children, Annabelle is curious about her. 

Betty turns out to be a pill. Annabelle soon learns that Betty is living with her 

grandparents for awhile because she is incorrigible. And that means that she is a bully. 

Annabelle figures this out the first day she meets Betty; Betty demands that she bring 

her something from her house as she thinks that Annabelle's family is rich. When 

Annabelle shows up with nothing Betty hits her repeatedly with a big stick, leaving 

bruises. 

The torment that Betty inflicts escalates. One of Annabelle's little brothers is badly hurt 

by her. The real trouble begins when a young girl in Annabelle's class loses an eye from 

a rock thrown from a great distance. Betty says that the local "crazy," homeless World 

War II veteran, Jesse did it. Annabelle and her family have a really hard time believing 

that. And they are right to be suspicious. So when Betty goes missing and so does 



Jesse, the town, and Annabelle's family become divided about what they think 

happened. 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 

 

Ghost is a kid who is always running. It just comes natural to him – as natural as buying 

a bag of sunflower seeds from Mr. Charles every day after school. Ghost runs 

everywhere and it doesn’t matter that he’s wearing jeans two sizes too big and high tops 

that aren’t meant for anything but walking. Ghost runs because he’s Ghost. He’s pretty 

good too – that is, until he ends up joining a track team, kind of by mistake, and realizes 

that running isn’t as easy as he thought. But he’s still Ghost which means he’s going to 

work as hard as he can to prove that he’s better than anyone else on the team. But 

what the rest of the team doesn’t know is that Ghost has a secret. The kind of secret 

that could change everything. But it’s the reason Ghost is always running – the reason 

Ghost has so much anger that sometimes all he sees is red. The secret is gonna come 

out because how can Ghost pretend that his family life isn’t what it should be. That he 

runs because of the one night he can’t get out of his head. You just don’t forget what it 

feels like to be woken up from a dead sleep and told that your daddy has a gun and no 

tellin what he’s going to do with it. You don’t forget that maybe the only thing that saved 

you was running – running for your life. You don’t forget crouching down and hoping, 

praying, that your daddy ain’t gonna find you. Ghost can’t forget and so he runs. He 

runs from what’s hard. He runs from himself. But like Coach said – ‘ain’t nobody that 

fast.’  

// 

You could say that Ghost by Jason Reynolds is a story about running, but it’s also so 

much more. It’s about feeling different from everyone else because of where you live, 

who your family is, and what you look like. It’s about making choices – some great and 

some not so great – and having people in your life who see the person you can be and 

believe in you no matter what.  Sure, it’s a book about track, but it’s also a book about 

making friends and making peace with yourself and your past. This is the first book in 

Jason Reynolds’ Track series. The characters that you meet in this book become the 

main characters in subsequent titles. So if you like this book, check out Patina and 

Sunny. 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

 

Luna is not what you would call an ordinary girl. For one thing she lives with a kind witch 

named Xan, a swamp monster who loves poetry, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon who 

believes he is a Simply Enormous Dragon. But that’s not really why she is not ordinary. 

It all began when she was a baby and abandoned in the forest as the yearly sacrifice for 



the witch. You’re probably wondering who in the world would leave a baby in the forest 

for a witch to snatch away. Well, the Elders of the village believed some very strange 

things for reasons I cannot tell you right now, and they forced everyone else in the 

village to believe them too. But for the sake of the story, let’s just focus on Luna for now, 

okay? Now, where were we? Ah yes, Luna was left in a clearing for the evil witch as the 

yearly sacrifice. Lucky for her that the evil witch was actually the kind witch Xan. Now, 

Xan was used to rescuing all the poor babies left by the village and she was used to 

feeding them a bit of starlight – as witches do – during the long journey; however, Xan 

fed Luna moonlight instead of starlight which was a horrible, horrible mistake. The 

moonlight made Luna enmagicked – full of magic – which meant she was dangerous. 

And she would only become more dangerous as she got older. But maybe her magic, 

which would fully emerge at the age of 13, could do some good. Maybe her magic could 

save an entire village. 

// 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill is an epic fantasy that follows the young 

life of Luna, a girl who was accidentally filled up with magic, and a village that has 

believed lies for a very long time. If you like books with dragons (like Patricia C. Wrede’s 

Enchanted Forest Chronicles) or books with a fairy tale aspect (like Chris Colfer’s The 

Land of Stories) then you’ll love this 2017 Newbery Medal winner. 

 

My Seventh Grade Life in Tights - Dillon wants to be a real dancer. His best friends 

want him to express himself through his own martial arts influenced, pseudo dancing in 

their dance crew. His dad just wants him to play football. When Dillon enters a contest 

for a chance to be trained at the elite school Dance-spolsion, he finds out life just got a 

lot more complicated. Dillon's going to have to deal with some drama, a little wackiness 

and a lack of tights to chase what he wants. 

 

Darkstalker by Tui T. Sutherland 

 

Years before the events in Wings of Fire, the lives of four magical dragons are pulled by 

fate, power and love in a high-flying adventure. Fatham, an animus dragon, and his best 

friend Indigo are SeaWings who have witnessed a horrific act of magical power. It 

leaves them scarred and afraid of the toll magic has on a soul. Darkstalker is a 

mindreader, seer and animus; a combination that has explosive potential. Clearsight 

has been juggling the many strings of possible futures, hoping to find one that does not 

leave everyone and everything she loves dead. In alternating chapters, these 

characters' stories unfold in a dramatic conclusion. 

 

Seventh Wish by Kate Messner 



What would you do with a magical wish-granting fish? Would you try to solve your 

family’s money problems? Or maybe help a friend? When an ice-fishing trip yields an 

unexpected opportunity, Charlie tries to do both of these things but quickly discovers 

that supernatural help has unintended consequences.  The well-intentioned wishes turn 

problematic as a deeper plot unfolds-- Charlie’s older sister is struggling with a drug 

addiction. This book covers so many relevant middle grade topics--friendship, 

immigration, drug-affected family members-- in a realistic and accessible way. Heart-

wrenching and beautiful… don’t miss it. 

Nameless City by Faith Erin Hicks 

In this graphic novel packed with adventure and incredible art, we are introduced to a 

city that has been conquered, occupied, and renamed so many times, the inhabitants 

call it the Nameless City.  When Kaidu—a member of the current ruling class-- becomes 

intrigued by a roof-jumping native named Rat, an unlikely friendship begins. Kaidu is 

determined to learn Rat’s incredible skills and soon he is following her across rooftops 

and seeing the city through different eyes. Can these two friends put an end to the cycle 

of conquest that has dominated the Nameless City for ages? 

 

 

High School 

 

The Reader by Traci Chee 

 

Fifteen year old Sefia has been on the run for years, ever since her father was brutally 

murdered. The only clue to the assassin was the heavy smell of copper in the air. When 

Sefia found him, she automatically followed the instructions that he had drilled into her: 

Run to her room in the basement, dig out the heavy, cloth-covered square hidden 

behind a wall and run to “Aunt Nin.” She and Aunt Nin had been moving ever since. 

Aunt Nin taught her how to hide, pick locks and live in the wild. But one day, Sefia 

returned to camp and smelled copper … again. And from the bushes, she watched as 

Aunt Nin was taken away. Vowing to follow and free her, Sefia lost the trail in a heavy 

rain. Alone, now Sefia wonders, “What is it that is worth killing over?” And finally, she 

opens the package buried deep in her pack and finds … a book. Knowing that your 

parents were killed over this, would you teach yourself to read? Would you still try to 

rescue Aunt Nin? Would you try to find out why someone wants it? Who knew that 

reading was such a dangerous act? The Reader, the first in the new series: Sea of Ink 

and Gold. (Credit: Susan Smallsreed from Multnomah County Library) 

 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman 

 



Our world is nothing like you can imagine. No hunger, no disease, no war, and no 

misery. All of that means no death. Well, almost. In an effort to prevent overpopulation, 

scythes take on the responsibility and burden to decide who lives and who dies. Citra 

and Rowan have been taken on as apprentices to Scythe Faraday, who goes through 

the effort of teaching them how to be a noble scythe--living simply, carefully and 

purposefully choosing who to “glean” (kill), and living by a certain moral code. However, 

not all scythes live this way. Scythe Goddard lives luxuriously and violently gleans with 

his fellow squad members (so to speak), and Goddard’s habits and lack of moral code 

are infiltrating and poisoning the scythes’ governing structure. What’s more, Citra and 

Rowan are split up in the middle of their apprenticeship--Rowan with Goddard and Citra 

with Faraday’s close friend Scythe Curie. How will this split impact Citra and Rowan’s 

moral code, gleaning style, and their friendship with each other? Find out in Scythe by 

Neal Shusterman and its sequel, Thunderhead. 

 

Burn Baby Burn by Meg Medina 

 

Set in the late 1970’s, Burn Baby Burn is a story of hope in the face of desperation, 

resilience in the face of extreme adversity, of courage in the face of fear and loyalty in 

the face of secrecy. 

 “Every rule I know is gone and we’re in chaos.” 

 Nora is close to turning eighteen.  She is clinging to that age, knowing it can be her 

ticket out of her crazy, tumultuous life – somehow.  She works a part-time job as a 

cashier at a deli, helps her single-mom with both the household and her slightly younger 

brother, Hector.  But things are growing steadfastly worse for her.  Her brother seems to 

be increasingly defiant, apathetic and violent.  The city has a serial killer on the loose, 

Son of Sam, who is targeting young people out on dates. This is not helping her get to 

know Padro, a gorgeous, kind co-worker with his own car.  Her mom has lost her job 

and they fear being kicked out of their apartment.  Her absent father isn’t much help.  

The temperatures that summer are searing, and a huge blackout brings on even more 

heat – lootings and arsons all over the city.  

 Can Nora manage to make it to her eighteenth birthday before the whole world 

combusts?  What is going to happen to her familia which seems to be raveling apart?  

And what about Pablo whose heat of his own melts her every fiber? Will she manage to 

escape the heat or will she too “Burn, baby, burn?”  

 

The Serpent King by Jeff Zentner 

 

“You’re never safe from yourself.  Your own blood will poison you.”  In The Serpent King 

by Jeff Zentner, Dill’s life is haunted by his dark family legacy. His grandfather was the 

first to be dubbed The Serpent King.  Dill’s father, a Pentecostal preacher, is 



incarcerated for something far worse than passing venomous snakes and poison 

around the congregation during church service to build faith.  Dill finds himself face to 

face with bullies at school, working part time at a local grocery store to help his 

overworked mom pay for the family debts, and deals with sneers, stares and suspicion 

from locals over his dad’s dealings.   Dill loves music and escapes by playing guitar, 

singing, and spending time with his two friends, Travis and Lydia. 

 Travis is a quiet, gentle teen who carries a staff, loves to read and is obsessed with 

Bloodfall, a fantasy series.  He participates in a Bloodfall forum online and works hard at 

a local lumberyard.  These keep him away from home as much as possible to avoid the 

psychological and physical abuse at home, which has escalated since his brother’s 

death.  

 Lydia has supportive parents and comes from a well-to-do family.  She loves blogging 

about fashion and endeavors to go to college and NYU and leave small town 

Forestville, Tennessee as soon as she can.  She doesn’t like the idea of leaving Dill and 

Travis behind, so she is always after them to make a plan to get out of the small-town 

life also. 

 We follow these three misfit friends through their senior year in high school, as told in 

alternating viewpoints.  Each of them is forced to deal with their own problems. “If you’re 

going to live, you might as well do painful, brave, and beautiful things.”  A terrible 

tragedy strikes, testing their friendship and faith in themselves, as they determine what 

awaits them beyond graduation.  

 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

 

“Why this person? Why Daniel and not any of the boys before? What if we hadn’t met? 

Would I have had a perfectly ordinary day and not know that I was missing something?” 

You, dear reader, would definitely be missing something if you didn’t spend the day with 

Natasha and Daniel. These two total opposites accidently meet and fall in love during 

12 hours in New York City. Natasha believes in science and facts, not fate or destiny. 

Her family is going to be deported and leaving the city at the end of the day. Daniel 

believes in poetry, dreams, and destiny. His family has his life mapped out for him and 

it’s not the future he wants. 

The story is told through the pairs’ alternating first-person narratives interspersed with 

the musings of the universe and various other characters. This book touches on 

immigration, family, race, destiny, fate and love, and we dare you readers to fall in love, 

too. 

  

If I was Your Girl by Meredith Russo 

 



When we first meet Amanda Hardy, she is on a bus to Lambertville, TN to start her 

senior year at a new high school and live with her father. She is leaving behind her past 

which includes bullies, big-city life in Atlanta, her mother, and most importantly, her life 

as Andrew. 

Suddenly, she is making friends, gaining a boyfriend, having fun, and relaxing, but just a 

tiny bit. Amanda has to be on constant guard -- she is worried about her secret getting 

out and what will happen when it does. 

This thoughtful coming-of-age story shifts between Amanda’s present and past. This 

powerful story is about feeling different and being different and the importance of love, 

friendship, and truth.  

 

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

 

In the waning days of World War II, the ship Wilhelm Gustaff promised escape and 

safety to thousands of refugees, but first, they had to get there. In short chapters told in 

the alternating voices of her four main characters--Joana, Florian, Emilia, and Alfred-- 

Sepetys tells the story of the dangerous journey to reach the ship and the pasts that led 

these characters to embark upon this journey. What happens to the ship and its 

passengers is no less harrowing than what came before. 

Ruta Sepetys has done her research and it shows. However, she is a skilled writer who 

is able to “show not tell” so the book never slips into a dry recitation of facts. Each of the 

four narrators is finely drawn and serves to bring the reader into the story from a 

different angle. 

Salt to the Sea is a good introduction into a piece of history seldom studied in class. 

But, more than that, it is a compelling, beautifully-written story of relatable characters 

who find each other and their personal strength during hardships that most of us could 

never imagine. 

 

Paper Girls, Volume 1 by Brian K. Vaughan, illustrated by Cliff Chiang and Matthew 

Wilson 

 

It’s 1988 and Erin, Mac, Tiff, and KJ are newspaper delivery people--a position usually 

held by boys. Having a job allows them a certain level of freedom and responsibility. In 

the early morning hours of November 1 (or the latest hours of Halloween night), the girls 

are on their routes when Tiff’s CB radio is stolen. The girls’ quest to retrieve this stolen 

property quickly takes a strange turn and what ensues is an oddball science fiction 

adventure that also contains surprising depth in its exploration of the girls’ characters. 

 

Vaughan has always been quite skilled at writing female characters and allowing them 

to be the sole focus of this story serves him and the reader well. But, this isn’t a “girl 



book.” The danger, excitement, and adventure make this an everybody book. Every 

reader is likely to find a little of themselves in one or more of the girls and the big dose 

of 80s nostalgia will help keep readers satisfied between seasons of Stranger Things. 


